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EESC, rue Belliard 99, B-1040 Brussels

On 25th June, the Global Horticulture Initiative (GlobalHort), International Society for Horticultural Science (ISHS) and Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Cooperation ACP-EU (CTA) in collaboration with the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) will organise  an Awareness Raising Conference on Horticulture for Development. This conference will bring together several Directorates-General of the European Commission and representatives of most ACP countries.

An international consortium for the promotion of horticultural research for developing countries, the Global Horticulture Initiative aims at gathering the various European forces, within the European institutions and between national partners, governments, developing agencies as well as research and education institutions. GlobalHort tries to demonstrate that horticulture is a unique area for progress, and research a consensual way to reach it. The objective is to link all partners wishing to work in this direction, and to prove that leading global programs will improve the efficiency of any R&D project.
The event will be opened by Mr Staffan Nilsson, president of Group III (‘Various Interests’) of the EESC, and Mr Yves Somville will participate as a member of both the EESC's Section for Agriculture, Rural Development and the Environment and the ACP-EU Follow-Up Committee, which acts as a facilitator for the implementation of the Cotonou Agreement in the areas of information exchange with members of civil society and reinforcement of their capabilities. Topics to be discussed include horticulture in ACP countries, revealing the global trend of the most urgent priorities: human health and food safety.
The debates are organised in three different sessions. First, the challenges that horticulture has to face will be analysed from the ACP countries' point of view. The second session will explore the contribution of research and science to these efforts. Finally, the role that an initiative like GlobalHort can play in this field will be discussed.
The EESC supports the promotion of horticulture in developing countries as a key tool for poverty reduction. Horticulture is an agro-economic sector newly recognized to potentially address all the issues of poverty reduction, human health and food safety. However, horticultural activities and products require high technology to insure food quality and safety, traceability and market linkage, in a sustainable environment. Research is therefore highly needed and requires improved and shared knowledge around the world. The EESC has not yet adopted an opinion specifically focused on this issue, but it has stressed the importance of human resources in agriculture in general and horticulture in particular within the framework of several impact assessments for the Economic Partnership Agreements EU-ACP.
For more information on Global Horticulture Initiative: http://www.globalhort.org/
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