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�‡FARA has developed the Agricultural 
Biodiversity Initiative for Africa (ABIA) as a 
platform to promote research and 
development on agricultural biodiversity 
issues.

�‡Steps to attain the goals of biodiversity 
conservation and utilization have been 
structured within the CAADP Pillar IV 
Thematic Focus.
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ABIA 
Agricultural Biodiversity Initiative in Africa

Initiated in 2007 at the 4th Africa Agricultural 
Science Week and the FARA General Assembly 

in Johannesburg, South Africa, 

ABIA  was proposed as an advocacy tool for 
promoting conservation and sustainable 
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Generation of new products (rural Income / poverty reduction)

Policy research, Market research etc.

Support for access to information / Knowledge sharing 

Resource mobilization and Capacity strengthening 
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�‡ Identification of Africa-wide challenges in 
agricultural biodiversity domain.

�‡ Resource mobilization for agricultural biodiversity 
research and development.

�‡ Institutional capacity building for agricultural 
biodiversity development. 

�‡ Facilitation of research activities in agricultural 
biodiversity conservation in Africa,
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�‡ Fast-track the development of animal genetic 
resources conservation in Africa 

�‡ Create public awareness on agricultural 
biodiversity.

�‡ Enhance the utilization of biodiversity 
resources as food and industrial raw materials 
for livelihood improvement.

�‡ Serve as a platform to develop an African wide 
treaty on agricultural biodiversity and 
domestication.
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�‡ Foster broad based capacity strengthening in
agricultural biodiversity issues, which may
include mainstreaming agricultural biodiversity
issues in the curricula of tertiary institutions of
learning.

�‡ Facilitate the development and assemblage of
think-tank group and champion of change in
different areas as intellectual resource for
negotiations with policy makers.
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�‡ fine tune developed 
proposals
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Agricultural biodiversity conservation can be leveraged to 
benefit Africans by;

! regional cooperation
! recognition of agriculture as a priority sector
! increased investments in agriculture
! improved human and institutional capacities

development
! improved access to markets

FARA advocates sound agricultural policies that 
encourage biodiversity conservation as a critical 
component of any sustainable agricultural production 
system
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