Development opportunity species in
Africa: focus on indigenous fruits
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Fruits diversity In
Africa

1 611 fruit species in
tropical Africa

T most of them either
produced in home
gardens or collected
from the natural
vegetation

T provide an alternative
source of income for the
local populations
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they merit from policy makers and
development agencies, because:

+not economically important?

+low yield?

+marginal?

tetc.
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What determines the value of an
indigenous edible species?

Noidea B
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Fig. 2. Criteria (by respondent count) used by male and female community members in Aghohoutohoue to
sddect species for conservaton actions.

a
Ll
>
e
O
LL
Z
<
O
e
18
<
O
Z
1B
81
A1}
X

Ndanikou, Achigan-Dako & Wong 2011: Economic Botany, 381-395.
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Indigenous fruits already in the
international markets
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T The products commonly
sold: leaves (fresh and
dried), fruits, craft
products

T Commercialization of
baobab pulp generated
up to US$ 30,000 per
year for rural populations
of Malanville (north of
Benin)

T Oil, used in cosmetics,
and bark fibre for rope
are exported to Europe
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Source: Assogbadjo et al. 2006 Adansonia digitata (Baobab)
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¥ In South Africa the value of S/,

Fruits in the international markets

marulaY DV FDVK LQFg& & &
through trade, varies from PPN A
US$15 to US$166 per
household per season of
fruit collection and
processing.

Value of marula products
amounts to about R1.1
PLOOLRQ 5 §
South African
communities.

Distell, exports liquor to
over 149 countries on all
continents.

Accurate data on fruit
production of S. birrea is
very scanty.

Sclerocarya birrea (Marula)
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- % Fruits in the international markets

T In Australia, fresh fruits
are packed in 15 kg
cartons and sold through
wholesalers and Asian
groceries. The wholesale
price per kilogram is
about AU$ 3-5 per carton
(AU$1 = US$1.03)

T In Africa, literature on
tamarind productivity is
very poor. A mature
tamarind tree may
produce 150-300 kg of
fresh fruit in East Africa.
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Tamarindus indica (Tamarin)
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Indigenous fruits with local or regional
markets
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Fruits with local or regional markets




Fruits with local or regional markets

Vitex doniana
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Achigan-Dako et al. 2011
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its with local or regional markets

AFRICA INFORMED

Vitex doniana
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Vitex doniana
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Balanites eagyptiaca

Indigenous fruits with local or regional markets
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Lannea microcarpa in Burkina Faso
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Ximenia americana
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The Atlas project on
African Agrobiodiversity: Fruits and
Vegetables
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Purpose

Increase advocacy, knowledge and
promotion of promising and
endangered indigenous fruits and
vegetables of Africa, especially In
countries where millions of vulnerable
people are affected by malnutrition.
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¥ Objectives

1 To develop an illustrated book on the
contribution of fruits and vegetables to
livelihoods In local communities.

1 To propose an action plan to promote
Indigenous fruits and vegetables In
Africa.
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Parthers

+tFAO +JKUAT

+tPROTA TCIAT
fBioversity +CIRAD
+ICRAF

FGlobalHort

ICFF

TAVRDC

INIHORT

TINRAB
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Asante sana
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